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President in the year 1821—2. There he would meet many friends of his father, as well as younger men who had joined after the Thomsons moved to Glasgow; among others the Rev. John Scott Porter, whose writings and preaching attracted much attention, and whose son, Andrew Marshall Porter (now Bart.), was afterwards the very distinguished Master of the Rolls in Ireland; the two brothers Murphy, Isaac and Joseph John; Dr Neilson Hancock of whose sister we shall hear more anon; and Professor Thomas Andrews with whom James Thomson afterwards did some of his most important scientific work. Elected a member in 1853, James Thomson became President in the session 1864—5, and honorary member on leaving Belfast in 1873.
He read to the Society the following papers:
March 5th, 1855.—On the Parallel Roads of Glen Roy;
May 14th, 1855.—On   various   plans   for   warming   rooms   and
/               buildings;
Feb.   8th,  1858.—On  Work and  Power;   their   measures   and
measurement;
Jan. 10th, 1859.—Ventilation of Apartments; April 2nd, I860.—The Theory of Perspective; Feb.   1st,   1864.—On Bridges and Tunnels; Jan.   7th,   1867.—On Strength, Safety and Danger of Structures; March 6th, 1871.—Explanations and Illustrations of Hydraulics.
Some of these papers have never been published, and their titles are given here to show the kind of work that occupied him in Belfast.
In 1851 a new society, called the Belfast Social Enquiry Society, had been formed, of which Dr Neilson Hancock, who held the Chair of Political Economy in Queen's College, was Secretary, and William Bottomley was Treasurer. It was before this Society that James Thomson read a remarkable paper on Public Parks in connection with large towns, on March 2nd, 1852. (See No. 66, p. 464). In it he explained a scheme by which a growing town can provide public parks for the benefit of the community, the money for the purpose being obtained by taxing the land surrounding the town while it is increasing in value. This paper led directly to the purchase, for the town of Belfast, of the large Ormeau Park. Many years later, when he was
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